I " #$ % ! & '
( n n n )* L} +
+ + , ' + " %-
+ / # " + O " # ]
n % 1 2% n
+ 1 ( 3 1 % n &l
" # & # %
n # n ( L} 4 & L} 4
1 1 1 % &
+ " # & # + # ' # # %
nmon n 5#666 &
/
n n + 1 % 3
n + ) 1 ) 1
' + & & + (%
! 7 " ' "% 3
83 8 3 83
9 83 & 7" 8
( + 1 &+ - %
n # 1 n & n ( #

1 + 1 %




( %-

*




4

On this July 4th weekend during which we cele- The following is a list of 15 ways all Catholics can encourage
brate our independence, it is a fruitful exercise to vocations composed by Sister Nicolette Etienne, OSEnedite

reflect upon oudependencen our Lord. The
speaker of this poem meets God “face to face” and
begins to recognize and feel his own dependence én
the Lord. Let's take this poem to prayer!

| had walked life's way with an easy tread,

Had followed where comfort and pleasures led, 3.
Until one day in a quiet place

| met the Master face to face.

With station and rank and wealth for my goal, 4.
Much thought for my body, but none for my soul,

I had entered to win in life's mad race,

When | met the Master face to face.

I met Him, and knew Him and blushed to see

That His eyes full of sorrow, were fixed on me;

And | faltered and fell at His feet that day, 6.
While my castles melted and vanished away.

Melted and vanished and in their place 7.
Naught else did | see but the Masters face.

And | cried aloud, "Oh, make me meet

To follow the steps of Thy wounded feet." 8.

My thought is now for the souls of men,

| have lost my life to find it again,

E'er since one day in a quite place 9.
| met the Master face to face.

—Author: Unknown

14.

15.

tine sister at Beech Grove.
Read a story about your favorite saint.
Ask your parish priest why he became a priest.
If you were taught by a religious person write them a let-
ter or call them and let them know how much you appre-
ciate their example of living a life totally devoted to God.
Search the Internet for inspiring stories of men and
women who have answered the call of priest, religious

sister or brother.

Invite a priest or religious sister or brother into your home
for a meal.

Talk to your children about being open to God's call to
serve as a priest or religious brother or sister.

Encourage your local Catholic school teachers to talk
about vocations in their classrooms.

Have your children write their parish priest, bishop, reli-
gious brother, sister or deacon a letter thanking them for
loving and serving God in their chosen vocation.

Make a collage of people serving God.

. Write an essay or poem about how you might choose to

serve God as a priest, religious man or woman or as a per-
manent deacon.

. Read the Bible and find the many ways God's people

lived their vocation.

. Read Mark 1:7-11 on the Baptism of Jesus. Talk about

how John the Baptist and Jesus ultimately listened to
God's call to love and serve.

. Pray a Rosary for men and women who have answered

the call to be a priest, brother or sister. Ask God to open
the hearts of young men and women to do the same.

Spend time in Adoration praying for priests and religious
men and women.

Take time to read your local Catholic newspaper.



